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LARA HESSE 2 are ** conclu- 
don of a paragraph directly | les 
vel d againſt thoſe, who. ſet 


RG | & of this world. t begins at the 


condemns the —— of ſome of this chara- 


der, who were ſo preſum 77 as to ſay 5 
To day or to morrow we will go into ſuch Mich ae 


RS. d 


and continue there a 3 7 520 and 2 at 


next verſe; : 7 ye. know v not —_ Far 75 
al "Ts: for what. is your | rs Bk 

„ which, appeareth for . a litt 
tne, — — vaniſbeth away. The a 
ſhews in verſe, 15. tat inflead of fuck 
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their us upon the things 


.13th verſe: where the apoſtle | 
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ing beforehand, they ou 3 to acknowle e 
their dependence upon God; and in ſubmil- 

ſion to His providential diſpe oel to V Fil 
Lord will, aue ſbull live, a Furt or ther. 
In verſe 16. he obſerves, that if ley. went fut- 
ther than this, they only rezorced in their own 
empty boaſtings: which were fooliſh in x them- 
ſelves, becauſe they could not make good 
what they promiſed: and which moreover 


were evil; by reaſon of the diſfeſpect ſhewn | 


to God; the neglect, or rather the contempt 
of his providence; and the preſumption of aſ- 
ſuring 3 without asking him leave, 
that their lives ſhould be continued, and chat 
they would employ them to ſuch purpoſes as 
were moſt pleaſing to their own inclinations, 
Now ye rejoice in your own boaſting all fuch 
rejoicing is evil. Then follow the words of 
our text. Which to me ſeem to be a reſhm- 
ption of the argument about the ſhortneſs and 


uncertainty of our time in this world, and a an 


application of it to the ſinfulneſs of ne 
or delaying to do any thing which we know 
to be godd and fitting, and which is in the 
power of our hands: "Therefore to bim that 
| b to da good, and deth it not; to bim it 
n fin. | Some en! epreſent theſe words w 
fipnifying ; ; that whatever" may be the cafe of 
thoſe — have not had the 1 of 1n- 
ſtruction; they who enjoy the of it, 
and Particularl the benefit of fach warnings 
— bad hes ing, _ 
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Fn great guilt, if they do Seele care to dif ; 


their duty. But we are to conſider, 
that theſe warnings relate to one particular ar- 
gument, the ſhortiieſs and uncertainty of our 


time in this world; that the apoſtle had not 


been giving any rules for knowing what 13 good ; 
but A Sa the folly of a worldly" 


nind;, and the prefumption of mens boaſt- 
ing beforehand of what they will do, to ſe- 


cre to themſelves worldly advantages, with- 


out any regard to the providenee God; in 


whoſe hand is our life itſelf, and the diſpoſal 
fall our affairs, Now after a ſhort diſcourſe 
o this kind, it was very natural, and ve 
well becoming an apoſtle of Chriſt, to pat his 
brethren in mind; Hob inſtead of entertaining 
uch raſh and 2 mptuous, as well as ſuch 
worldly thoughts, they onght to improve their 
time with great diligence, in doing all the 
good they could: it became him likewiſe to 
3 them ſenfible of the importance of this 
; fince whatever they knew to be 
=: Fees were obliged to perform, 
ad conſequently ſhould perform it with the 


unt opportunity, leſt the providence of God 


ſhould not favour them with another. 
nterpretation, which is 


the whole argument in the 


tenfive a view to every thing that is good, 


u in the othet: and moreover, there is a 
warm excitation do the practice of it, from 
e the ſores rn 
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; of ha time allotted for it, and from the 
we ſhall contract b 2 delaying, what we 5 50 
to be our duty, when "AN cannot t affure our. 
ſelves of any more than the preſent time 
oy performing it. 10 22 *- = Pot raping bes 2 7 
Tuobu ſee thetefore, ha * * e of 
text is, che finfulneſs of deferring the a 
of what due know becomes us, ànd is juſtly 
expected from us; and the increaſe of guilt, 

according to the degree of, our ! and 
ſenſe of our duty. 


1. The f le of e the . 
What we know becomes us, and is juſtly er- 
| pred from us. 
+. This is a doctrine fit to be free quently {et 

before us, becauſe of the little ſenſe many ſem 

to have of fins of omiſſion. They ſeem to 
think, 1 there i is no Lager . contracted any 
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real th mg to a law Which we are dnl 
to obey, when we refuſe to practiſe what ur 
Nuo God requires or expects from us? Where 
- is our obedience in ſuch a caſe ? And what's 
. the, refuſing or withholding, our obedience! 
What is it elſe, but oppoſing that fignification 
of the dirine mind, Which is the law we 
ure bound to obey ? "_ it bat * 


— — 


i yo. 
ing, 'by ihe Goat of our actions, that we te: 5 
nounce the obligation, that we will not be 
hound by it? And what indeed is the delaying 
to do what we Eno is good and agtecable to 
the mind of God the great legiſlator? What is 
it but declaring, by the tenor of out actions, 
that we are reſold' d to be employ d in ſome- 
thing elſe, rather than in doing what God re⸗ x 
quires? If this be che caſe Weé do as certain- 
y violate the law of God in putting off our 
duty, as in acting contrary to it; tho I will 
not affirm that there is the ron pot of 
guilt in the one as in the other. 
| But in deferring a diſagrecable: duty, men 
do not want their beben and excuſes. Te 3 
2 uſual and very eaſy to plead; that 6 
were employed 4 things, which _ 5 
5 and that it was impoſſible to 
form two different duties at the Ge time. Tim 5 
s very true. But yet, when any 'acknowledp'd 
duty is conſtantly, for a conſidetable time, 
deglected ; the queſtion returns: Is this plea; 
| Act other duties intervening; the very! reaſon” 
that is neglected? Ta adi no: other 
to be given? Was there no opportu- 
f ny afforded?) Was all the other buſineſs, in 
' which you were employed, of ſuch im . 
' ance, that it Was really fitting and neceſſa- \Y 
7 this duty ſnou d conſtantly give way? Or 1 
ther, has not ſome prevailing inordinate * 
' aſtction been the cauſe of the delay? And 
* not many "unneceſſary . taken 
« place,” 
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and we wall 40d ſomething of Yhis king ke 
been at the bottom of all our ſins of omiſſion, 
What God requires of us; he finds us 0 
tunlties to practiſe: and wh are anſw * 
| letting them flip, and for anplogingthele je 
cious opportunities upon... trifles, utterly uy, 
worthy. of our rational conſtitution, and in 
conſiſtent with our character. And of thy 
J believe, we are all in general fo ſenfible; 
that whatever may ſometimes be-/alledgod « 
the occaſions. of neglecting at delaying this 
that duty in particular; We have. not the aſly 
ue affirm, that any omiſſions of wh: 
are free from guilt ; or that u 
pour 1 not have found ſomne een to & ) 
dur duty, if we had really; yielded. that o 
dienoe to the mind of our ſupreme governd, 
vhich it juſtly calls for 


Dn am AN 


And ; ali the apologies we ean make t 
45 bcc „or for neglecting and deu 
ing acknowledged dutles 5 how can we berig 
elear ourſelves from the. guilt of preſumption Wl 5 
How come we to delude ourſelves, in putt « 
off our: _—_—  — — 4 
come we, La $ thus to of 

it not from — wo that we (hall 1 /. 


R the preſent? Avi 


', 
41 * ” 


p * . 1 


not thisa great: preſumpti ion, when our time ia 
not in our own hands, — 7 pg band of God? 


Is not this the very thing condemned in the 


context, as the fault of worldly- minded men; 
that they promiſe to themſelves what they can 
by no means ſecure? If there is not that dif- 
regard and contempt of God, which is diſto- 


ered in boaſting befotehand of what we will 


do; like thoſe in the context, who. pleas'd 
themſelves - with ſaying when and where 


would go, and how long they would 


they W 

be employ'd in buying and ſelling and get- 
ting gain: yet in every omiſſion of acknow- 
kdged duty, every deferring of it to another 


ſalon, when it may well be perform d at pre- 


ſent, there is ſome — preſuming upon 
the providence of God, and promiſing to oor 
ſelves that, which it is not in Our Power ts fe. 


cure; ſomething of the gui Tho e putting our 


ſelves in the place of God, 
and all our affairs at his diſpoſa 


But I obſerve 7 5 as i comantd in our 
_ 5 hy LOS 4: 44 #3 WT J 43 1 1 $5 "781 5 as 
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I. The a of dag of gullt, in 
proportion to the degree of our knowledge and 


ho has our live 


+ 5 


{enſe of our duty. 444 4a 3 LPT 11 1 1 


This is what our Lor nl plainly 
teaches,” Lule xii; 47; 48. When he 7 us 
of the different degrees of puniſhment. That 
ſervant who knew his Lord's will, and prepared 


u bine, neither did 4 to his will, 


all 
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l be. * anithe many ſtripes: but be that 

| knew not, and did commit things worthy: of 

; ſtripes, Pall be beaten with few Anipes. Fer 


uno ubomſoever much is given, of -him- ſhall 
much be reguired: and to whom men have com- 


mitted much, of him they vill ast the more. 

Our Lord here appeals to his hearers, con- 

cerning the juſtneſs of that ſeverity, which is 

exercis d againſt one, who was well acquaintel 

_ #erth his maſter's will; but did not prepare bin- 

Yelf,, nor act according to it. And while he aſ- 

ſures us, that a Ie% number f ftripes {hall be 

given to that ſervant, who was not ſo well ac 

quainted with his duty, and yet deſerved ſome 

puniſhment ; he plainly ſhews, that oy 

- Increaſes in A 0 150 e du- 

i required. Dr 

/ And how inderd can it be otherwiſe? If 

| we know; why do we not practiſe?» What i 

it that hinders us, but our own perverſeneſß 

or at beſt, the ſuffering our affections and our 

time to be engroffed with ſomething elſe, which 

does not become us, which is contrary ta out 

duty, and inconſiſtent with our rational cha- 

: racter; and thereby throwing out and caſting 

F away. from us what becomes us, and diſregard- 

| | ing what our wiſe and righteous ang. hugs 

| 9 (0h fitly expects from us? 

If we duly conſider theſe inge and: that 

in neglecting our acknowledged duty _ ad 
againſt the judgment of our own. minds, caſt 

. upon * and declare in . ths 


what he requires of us we will not do; we 
ſhall ſee, that ſins of omiſſion are not ſuch 
harmleſs things as many are apt to think them; 
we ſhall fee, that a continued omiſſion of ac- 
knowledged duty has a natural tendency to 
harden the heart, and to embolden it by de- 
rees to venture upon the moſt daring tranſ- 
geſſions. For if a man knows, or believes, 
that God requires this or that duty of him, 
and yet will not be brought to practiſe it, but 
will for ever be finding out excuſes and apolo- 
ges to make his mind eaſy in the neglect of it; 
what ſhould hinder or keep him back from 2 
more direct oppoſition to that divine law, 
which he already is accuſtomed to deſpiſe, tho 
in a different manner? When we have long 
refuſed to do what we know God requires of 
us; what ſhou'd hinder us from doing what 
we know he forbids us? And if we are very 
ready at framing excuſes for delaying our ac- 
knowledged duty; ſhall we not be as ready in 
iraming apologies for our frailty and weak - 
neſs, when we have acted in a manifeſt; defi- 
ance of it? The tranſition from ſins of omiſſion 
o thoſe of commiſſion is very eaſy; eſpecial- 
j conſidering the ill uſe men are apt to make 
that Jong-ſuffering and forbearance: of God, 
which ſhould lead them to repentance. » For 
when once we indulge ourſelves in a neglect of 
the mind of God, we ſhall be ready enough 
to argue : he bears with us in our not doing 
vat he requires; we will not doubt there- - 
. 5 B 2 fore 


nl I 
fore that he wil bear with vs in n doing what 

dn fbrbigs.? [0 chaos ys 
Thus Ae in a general manner Wld 
od the ſinfulneſs of neglecting or delaying to 
do what we know''to He good, and fitting for 
us to perform; and the increaſe n guilt, 
in proportion to our knowledge and ſenſe of 
our . To bring the matter more home to 
our conſcienoes, you ſee,; I have choſen to 
call by the name of a lam, or requirement of 
God, what the apoſtle in our text expreſſes un- 
der the character of good. But this is mani. 
feſtly agreeable to his 'own mind, when he 
tells us, that the neglecting to do this good is 
ja: for fin is certainly the tranſgrefſion of « 
law; as the apoſtle John obſerves, 1 Fobr ii. 
4. and the Jaw which by every fin we tran: 
To greſs is the law of God. There is no doubt, 
that God requires of us whatever is fitting for 
us to perform: and by whatever means this i 
made knoten to us, we fin againſt bm, if we 
refuſe or neglect to do what tis fit we ſhould 
d tis at his bar that we ate accountable for 
it; and by him we ſhall be-puni{h'd, juſtly 
ron; at we [gy in ſuch refuſal or neg 

cx yo 11 © 25-1 4421 En 

| Having: thereford hinherto diſcourſes andy in 
2 general way concerning the good which is re 
quited of us, and the evi of negleRing to 
perform it; give me leave to . it «> the 

mention of a _ W Ml 
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mon ſpeech is molt. emphatically call'd doing 


e and in com- 
good, is exerciſing benevolence, in ſuch a way 


z3 may be uſeful to thoſe who ſtand in need 
or of help. This in general we ow is not only 
lt, becoming us, conſidering the relation we bear 


to each other, and the -neceſlity- of mutual 


to imo likewiſe, and indeed by the fame con- 
of ſiderations we know, that it is the mind, the 
In- law, the requirement of God, that we ſhou'd 
ni exerciſe theſe kind offices towards each other. 
be For it was God who ſent us into the world 
d is thus mutually related to, and mutually depen- 
(ent on each other. He therefore, in our 
i. creation itſelf, and by the condition in which 
n(- he thought fit to ſend us into the world; made 
abt; it the /aw of our nature, that we ſhould be 
for kind and helpful to each other, that what 
cone wants ſhou'd be ſupplied by others. And 


further, the continued courſe of his provi- 


ld dence ſhews that this is his mind, while he 
; for i fuffers ſome of the beſt of this lower world's 
ſtly inhabitants to be deſtitute of thoſe accommo- 
nep- WY dations which are granted to others. And 
| further ſtill, «ve Ano that the duty of exer- 
yin aling love and kindneſs towards each other is 


part of the written lav of God 1 and 4 very 


g 0 conſiderable part of it too. For the apoſtle 
be juſtly obſerves, Rom. xiil. 9. that his, thou 


Halt not commit adultery, thou ſpalt not kill, 
thu ſhalt not Heal, thau ſbalt nt bear falſe 


wortneſs, 


is 


witneſs, thou ſhalt not covet,” and if there be an 
other commandment, (that is, whatever other 
command there is relating to our neighbour) if 
is briefly comprebended in this ſaying, Thou ſbal 
love thy neighbour as thy ſelf. And this com- 
mand, of loving our neigbbours as ourſelves, 
our bleſſed Lord very clearly explain' d in his 
ſermon. on the mount, Mat. vii. 12. when he 
declared the doctrine of tbe law and the pro. 
pbets to be his own doctrine like wiſe: all thing; 
whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto yu, 
do ye ſo unto them. There was no need of go- 
ing any further than this, to ſet forth the kind. 
neſs, which God in his written word requires 
we ſhould ſhew towards each other: for it is 
very certain, that when we ourſelves are in 
want of any refreſhment or comfort, which 
our neighbours are able to afford us, we.wou'd 
have them adminiſter that comfort and refreſh- 
ment to us: and that very thing is therefore 
what in like caſes we ſhould, according to 
Gods law, be ready to miniſter to them. - 
Thus we ſee, that this kind of dozng goud i 
by various ways made known to be the mind 
of God: and we cannot deny that it is fich 
expected from us, in the ſeveral inſtance 
| Wherein we are capable of performing it, and 
wherein objects are by the diſpoſal of 'prom- 
dence put in our way. Under this genen 
character are included the relief of the poot 
under their bodily, neceſſities, in feeding the 
hungry, and. cloathing the naked; ſeaſonabl 
Nw. - by __* inſtructions 
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ne admo- 
nitions and reproofs,, where they become: ne- 
ceſſary, eſpecially Where there is any hope of 
fuccels ; and in general, the wiſeſf and beſt 
directions and other aſſiſtances we are able! to 
zire to our neighbours, to help them out of a 
preſent diſtreſs or perpiexity, and to make oi: 
8 pary of _ ee and comforta- 
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This is doing _ r thisis our duty i in 7 rec 


ultwuckions to che mind; ne me 
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ſome one or more of the inſtances which have 


our ability: laying ſeriouſly to heart the 


8 ot our text, 1 to him woe Rnoweth to dn a- 8 
ind d doth it not, to bim it is in; that the neg» 

dy ecting, and eyen the delaying it upon frivo 
nces cus excuſes, is a diſobedience to God, who 
and t and fitly requires theſe things. of us. 
on. Bend a preſumption upon longer life and better 
eral Oppor nities, when God only knows: whe. 
poot er we have another day to Tire. 1 
the But the good ſpoken of in our text is not 


mfined merely to acts of kindneſs. The 


ation we bear to each other: and there is not 
one among us all, but Eni be 1 do it, in 


——— ́[ ——— — = = 
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been mentioned; and ſome perhaps who are 
able to do it in all the particplars i ſpecified, 

and have proper objects by the spot of di- 
ine providence ſet before them. Where this 
becomes our caſe, in any of the inſtances men 
tioned, or in any other which. we can repre Xt 
ſent to our oπ¼n minds, ler ut dd gand, as Wwe 
have opportunity, and accordi to the beſt of 


original 
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ras 1 
1*word einployd by tlie apoſtle incl 
_—_— is fair and Bonaurabie, whatſoever he. 
Tomes us, and is fuited to our Ration and chs. 
racter. It muſt cherefore peceſſarily include 
all relative duties, and all thoſe 
neral towards qur neighboutz 
of ſtrict juſtice they haye 2 fight to demand 
from us. E againſt God, in withhold. 
ing from our neighbours offices of kindneſs and 
benevolence; when they ſtand in need of the 


aid we can give them, tho they have no ſpe⸗ 
cial claim upon us in particular ; then theie i 
no doubt that we contract guilt whenever ve 
withhold that good; which our relatives, and 


ws n have * haves pe. 


2 | wou'd beitakin as 33 
Y [overt thou bt unacquainted 1 
duties of the _conjugal relation; the duties d 
Parents to children, and even of 1 
patents; the duties of maſters to ſervantij a 
Af ſervants to maſters; the duties of ſuperion 
to inferiors, and of ſubjects im general tom 
hie higher powers, It would be almoſt an u 
pardonable affront to be thought! ignorant d 
ls of: of rendring to — hs whatere 


his property . to de in on 
ands. vil 
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ell condemn d in tefuſing or neglecting to do 
it, And yet as plain as out duty is in theſe 
particulars, it is well worthy our notice, While 
we are diſcourſing of the fiufulneſs of forbear- 

ing to do. the good aue know bow to perform. If 
you are well acquainted with your relative du- 
ties, and fall ſcandalouſly ſhort in the perfor- 
mance; or if in your dealings you withhold 
that which your neighbours have a juſt right 
to claim: let your pretences to religion be 
what they will, your preſent excuſes and apo- 
logies ever ſo fair, and your declared deſigns 
er ſo plauſible for doing better things here- 
alter; tis certain you are now tranigreſſors, 
preſumptuous tranſgreſſors, allowing yourſelves 
in the practice of what your conſciences con- 
demn: and your guilt is aggravated by the ac- 
knowledgment of the fitneſs of that reforma- 
ton, which you promiſe to ſet about here 
after, but cannot find in your hearts to begin 
it the preſent, time, which may be the only 
one an offended God may favour you with. 
But having mention d offices of Kindneſs 


and benevolence, and likewiſe of righteouſneſs 


or juſtice towards men, and the evil of neglect- 
ng or delaying theſe duties, when we have 
opportunities to perform them; I ſhould fall 
far hort of that reſpect which is due to the 
ultimate object of all true: religion, if I ſhould 


conclude without taking ſome notice of offices 


ol picty towards God, and particularly of the 
fy of ging ap pit e c er 
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viee, and- . * e world ge g e | 
not aſhamed todo this profefiedly: _— 
I Twiſhit were-not true concernin g offices of 
cllety in general, that they are 12 
neglected in the preſent generation; and beg 
lected by thoſe, who have a large ſhare of 
knowledge in the mind of God; Who own 
the fitneſs of worſhiping hitn both in; public 
and in private, the ftneſs of hearing his in- 
ſtructions, of ſubmitting to his 'inſtitation, 
and of ſhewing an affectionate reverence of th 
divine being in the whole courſe of convetſi- 
tion. If theſe things were neglected only by 
thoſe who ſcoff at religion, and-make a jeſt of 
it; chere wou'd not de Ie moch room fr 
mentioning them in worſhiping aſſemblies, 
where { ate not expected to be preſent, 
Befides, my text puts me in mind of the evil 
| of neglecting what we do not deny to be. our 
duty. And moreover, tis to the neglect of 
theſe duties in particular, that the decay of our 
intereſt, as a people profeſſing ſerious religion, 
3 ſo very much owing; that till we can be r- 
vet'd from a coldneſd and indifferency here, 
all the methods which can poſſibly: be deviſed 
for ſtrengthening our hands will be uttcrly 
vain and ineffectual. Nor indeed among any 
people in the world can it be expected; that 
men fou d ever be ſteady in the practice of 
thoſe good offices towards ench other, f 
which- I have diſcburſed alteady, and Which 
ſome are fo raſh #5 10 call the whole of wi. 
gion; 
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i and mech of hin —— 
indebted? If we neglect; the daily tribute of 
mit and prayer to & dd ; —— 
lad of us, that we reliable too nearly the 
danger of thoſe} bo live without God in the 
mri? And whatever allowance may be made 
1 TEencies: ng 9.0% ; 
Pang, WA | may break on TIE p 
lake of offering up this tribute: 40 kim, from 
whom all paſt benefits have proceded, and 
um whom all thoſe muſt come which we can 
bope for; * atever may be ſaid doncer ung 
merpected hing rance and interruptions of this 
inportant oommunication 5 heaven: yet 

f it would be in our wer to prevent * 
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in the er Would not the nee work of 
religion go on much more chearfully and ſuc- 
ceſsfully, if the daily practice or rivate medita- 
tion and prayer were thus taken care of 
Would not that habitual — of God _ 
ſuch a practice naturally tends to eſtabliſh; g 
us a ſtronger guard againſt eyery — 
to which our ordinary affairs and outidaily 
converſe: may expoſe us than we can poſſib 
have without it? Would it not give us u de. 
light in many important duties, Which with 
out this diſpofition of mind muſt ] Prove a * 
den? Would it not indeed ſettle every part 
our duty upon a right foundation? Would 10 
ſome ſavour of godlineſs probably diſcover it- 
ſelf in our whole conduct? And being ſincem 
and unaffected, would not this makke religion 
appear more amiable to all with whom uo 
converſe ? Particularly, would it not hae the 
ſtrongeſt influence and authority wilk thoſs 
under our immediate carte? If therefore 
little reſolution and diligence, — out of 
reverence: r eee to our ſapreine gover- 
nov and benefactor, would be ſucceſsful to th 
ſettling thoſe: good habits, which might be 
—— ſuch happy — che wwe wil 
not put on that reſolution, or exerciſe that di 
igence: then then glect muſt be our you A ther 
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1. 21 
we ourlelves are, that by the help of ſuch re- 
ſolution and diligence we might make happy 
advances in reli igion, and therein become _ 
ful to others; the greater is our guilt, if 
flothfully neglect the proper means. We may 
indeed fay within ourſelves; - that we hope 
« for better times, When we ſhall not be oY | 
« ſuch a hurry and diſorder, and ſhall | haves 
© more leiſure to attend to works of piety.” But 
eur text bids us beware of the preſumption of 
ſuch thoughts; and calls upon us 107 to do the 
thing that is good, without vainly promiſing 
to ourſelves what we can by no means ſecure. 
The ſubſtance of what has been ſaid of pri- 
nite prayer is true concerning the: ſtated wor- 
ſhip of God in the family. This is a duty 
ey much neglected by many who acknaw- 
lege the fitneſs of it: and therefore it comes 
very: properly under our oonſideration at preſent; 
eſpecially ſinee: the excuſes by which it is put 
off ltequently nave a view to ſomè future time, 
when tis DAR a better ability to perform 
it is hoped for, or a greater freedom from that 
hurry'of buſineſs, which now prevents it. But 
It maſters of families would feriouſly lay to 
leut the great importance of ch duch 9 
yards keeping alive the ſenſe of religion in the 
family; and together with that would conſider 
the evil of neglecting preſent: opportunities of 
ting: ood: all ſuch excuſes would intirely 
Then they who are not at preſent 
cf well l qualified acer dannen for pray- 
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af the bet wc90s they cond to make tes 
| diligently attend to their performances in the 
. cloſet; more maturely conſider what are the 
ſeveral things fit to be the: bje&t of pm 
and — for a 1 „ a8 well 25 
conſider how to —— 
ner as may leave a ſerious ſenſe of 
n-theinginds of eliptoſant. If they chemi 
| ings which are bis, wi 19 25 
ſervice: ——— 
of miſplacing a word, — — 
a little oonfus d in expreſſion, as they now pe- 
tend to be: or, to prevent danger herein, 
they would; Id, rather than wholly omit -the 
draw- up their | into a form, 
pos'd- by! others; l 2 time us they 
expreſs themſelves in their 
own words. If urgency of buſineſs was ther 
chief hindrance, they would be che mort il. 
t to improve tt opportunit 
fore thoſe hours ——— — 
bows be moſt hotly engaged. However i 
try of buſineſs is made the plea for putting 
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| yore familx-worſhip 

| ſent, by reaſon. ofthe urgimbs thei 
affairs; they will not — ſo inconliſten, 
as to promiſe that it ſhall be otherwiſe 

ww come. For if their minds are now ſo ary 


engro' 
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: [ 23 1 
engrofs'd with worldly buſineſs, as to ſuffer: it 
to exclude all worſhip. of God in the family; 
they are more likely to abound in this — 
mind, eee 
{rice of this nature, and conſequently leſs. 

for it, leſs capable of it, inſtead of the preten- 

dd hope of becoming better qualified... 

Let therefore heads: of families be 3 
322 of religion in their 
families, to emp ly their preſent abilities and 
ities for hon 


their conduct in a religious reſpect will be ei- 


cue. Let them conſider what little reaſon 
their children and ſervants will have to con- 
clude, that they themſelves have any real con- 
— e ag ee when all the 

give is only t to the public 
ſolemnities; where it is too 
ums fake, or only to ſee and be ſeen. Let 
them think what will probably be the conſe- 
Pence among the ſeveral members of the fami- 
Y when for any thing. that is owing to the 


Inc without any exerciſe of religion, 
How natural will it be 


paking, 
'of ey ane yen 


properly 


notwithſtanding his profe|- 


' ervice one dey in the week, Never wor- 


SITE 


* appears 


ouring/ that God who . 
paced them in their preſent ſtations; who 
placed them in that point of light, wherein 


ther profitable or. hurtful to thoſe under their 


naſter's. influence, they may all the week long 


themſelves? — | 


' ton of religion, and bis attending the public 
' hips his maker at any other time, ſo far as 
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appears to us: we edo not. en that Bee 
| 5 -worſhips at all in his on petſon, or: any 
| ©: otherwiſe than. by being preſent —— the 
? miniſter prays or preachies: and if he, who 
6 underſtands his duty ſo well, is content to go 
on in this manner; why ſhoùuld we ever at- 
& « tend to any other aligns ſervice, than what 
©; we are calld to in public?“ Will not this 
give them an indifterency even to the public 
_ ſervice itſelf, as well as to private Prayer? 
Will they not gladly. lay hold of, if not eagerly 
ſeek out, opportunities to abſent themſelves 
from chat; and wearing off by degrees the 
ſenſe of religion from their minds, employ 
their time in a profane and irreligious manner? 
And will not thoſe heads of families have much 
of that guilt to account for, which their fami- 
lies contract by their ful neglect? And far 
ther; as the practice of one or two families 
will naturally have a conſiderable influence 
upon many others; how much ;will-thok 
men have to anſwer for, whoſe example ſhall 
prove the means of baniſhing the worſhip of 
God from many families, or — leaſt of :keep- 
ing it out; when on the contrary their example 
might have had the good ſucceſs. ſol apto%s 
cing it where it was not before? ? eee, 
In the mean time, (to mention in a —— ch 
what deſerves a much more particular notice) 
what hope is there of religious inſtruction, in 
thoſe families where the worſhip: of God is en- 
1 1 ee Ang what Hom, prog. aro 
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ildren im paihicnbr likely ito make, in the 3 
knowledge andloveof religion, where the family i 
is an utter ſtranger both to religious inſtruction 
and worſhip ?.. rather, how great danger is 
there, that where both theſe are neglected, | 1 
will be drawn away into a diſlike of religion 4 4 | 

_ minds and morals dangerouſly cor-, - 


t 
uch there are odjections againſt family-wor- 
ſhip and family. inſtruction, which cannot be 
pretended againſt public worſhip and inſtructi- 
on in the church: they who will frame ſome 
olanfible excuſes for not performing the ſervice 
themſelves, have nothing 8 fay againſt 2 7 
of tending the public. worthip, and receivin 
public fte out of the word of 
And yet notwithſtanding this general ns” 
ledgment ; how notorieus is it, among alt de- 
nominations of chriſtians, that the public ſer- 
vice is ſcandaloufly tected, even b thoſe. 
who own the fitneſs of attending it? I do not 
j that no places of worſhip are fil'd; much 
leß, that alt are left emp pry: but that there is 
imoft an univerſal. defection in this feſpect, 

n compariſon of what uſed to be within gur 
om memories; and yet it is acknowledged at 
the fame ma that it is good and ae! 
to worſhip: blic, ay. to attend 
to the i Ct 10 24 his word. To, what 
ms ſhalt we aſcribe this defe&ion, in thoſe, - 
SI Whole acknowledge the things. 7 

to de ” and "IP; and fitly - | 
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expeded from them!? Shall we aſcribe i 
to their wiſdom, or their folly? to their yi 
ra and. picty; or to their in, and, thi e 
cay in religious habits? To what ſhall we al. 
cribe the practice of many profeſſed chriſt; 
in making the afternoon. of a day of worſhip 
one continued feaſt of ſenſual entertainments? 
Whence comes it, that they have not the cou- 
rage to tell their friends, that they had rather 

receive their viſits upon other days; and that 
| they are determin'd' to improve, their opporu- 
nities, for ſhewing reſpect to their maker in 
public, and for employing their families in re- 
igious exerciſes? To what ſhall we aſcribe 
the almoſt conſtant abſence of many from 
morning-worſhip, who have no better excuk, 
than that they could not get abroad time 


enough; having indulg d themſelves fo long 


in bed, that there was. not ſufficient time left 
to. dreſs them ſelves in the good order in which 
they deſire to appear? I chooſe to ſpeak thele 
things in the plaineſt words: that they who 
acknowledge the righteouſne and fen 
honouring God in Bis public worſhip, and in 
hearing the inſtructions of his Word, elpecilly 
if they believe there is any importance in theſe 

things, may judge within themſelves, whether 
_ this acting againſt the acknoyledg'd ſenſe of 
eir own. minds, can be any other than /n. 


4 


If the worſhiping God in public, and bau. 
ing the dictates of his mind, be really dig 
the ing that is good, and we fan ara 
| 0; . 3 : . i a ; 
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theſe ſetvices by lp wig off tio RY 
1 wet in themſelves are foolith or evil; 
then the ſuffering ourſelves thus to be hindred 
from the practice of out duty is evil and 
faful. And if they who call themſelves 
chriltians are in earneſt in their profeſſion; i 
they would not have the public profeſſion of 
chriſtianity by degrees quite dropt and loſt; 
they muſt 10008 tenifelves from the pro 
kthargy, and nor Jorjake the affembli ng 
themſelves together, as the manner of Jome i 16. 
But before I proceed any farther, give' n 
leave to recommend the neceſſary 'micars for 
profiting by that public inſtruction, which i is 
fatedly join d with the public worſhip. This 
vs the careful reading and ſtudy of the lp: 
tures: a practice, Jam afraid, as much n 
kted in the preſent generation, as any 0 
| haye mention d; notwithſtanding the ac- 
kon ledged fitneſs, and the evident impor- 
tance of it, in order to an intimate acquaintance 
with what is own'd' to be the word of God; 
| totwithftanding the known exhortations con- 
vin d in ſcripture itſelf to this purpoſe; and 
notwithſtanding the great improvements of this 
ſtudy fince the reformation, and the incourag 8 
ment thereby g ven to go on. Great 1 um- 
bers of thoſe who attend the public afſernbli 
whey their lot caſt under the mini 77 men, 
are very zealous for N a long 
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s fading carry their eſteem 
+ toreſt too much i in their „ ——— and flick 
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5 Re Ber af Ach Who. intro- 
duc d them: N 5 gh the only. We 
method to eſtabliſh, their minds in the. true 
ſcripture-dp&rine ; Which is a ; diligent. ſhud 
of the facted writings themſelves, comparing 
one part with another, out of an carneſt defire 
to knowand c the mind of God thercin 
| contain d. is owing to this BS apes , that we 

have ſo many ſmatterers in chriſtianity, .(who 
r ſo much as look d into a © 

t of its doctrine, but always contented 
Panto with £y eneral and e n0e 
tion of what uppos d to be the whole 
and ſo few 51K confirmed. chriſtians: ſo ms 
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by rt diſputants; on the one. fide, again f i 
= 5 pun prejudices; on the other, rg 
fo 27 novel 40 wines and. 15 few: who c- * 

pt larly ; build 5 ' bemjeloes. on their. moſt 7 fo 

Fab, There feenis to he in many . protel'a Bis 


chritians + a reſolution, to. 3 5 o ſobema 
df an ancient date, becauſe they are ancient, 
and becauſe many . who, have. éſpous d than 
were 6” wg men; ey in others a reſolution of 
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out ſo much as che defire of formii g one to 
themſelves for their own benefit: chi te 
is really both uſeful and 1 t to have a 
regular train of thoughts, drawn-out. of the 
Word of God by our own reading and medita- 
ton; and yet neceſſary to take care that we be 
not bigotted to them, but aber ready to be 
better inform'd. Now if the be te- 
ally the mind of God, (and of chat we ſhall 
neyer be able to judge, without maturely ſtu- 
ok their contents) they deſerve and require 

ligent — and ſuch an attention 
to them will naturally lead our minds into 
ſome uſeful ſeries of importane. truths, inf- 
nitely preferable to the conceited but ignorant 
3 WhO nee 


ng. 
The want of this diligent fudy of the ir- 
pure, in thoſe who delight-to pluck down 
what others have been building up, is gene- 
ally, if not always, attended — that ſelf⸗ 
confidence, and at the ſame time with that 
inſubility 1 in religion, which are more dange- 
r0us than the themſelves they endea- 
wur to expoſe. And on the other hand, as 
for thoſe who obſtinately affirm, that nothing 
or can be — but what their pious 
rs held to be ſo: if by any means 
. come to be convinced, that any one thing 
ich they took to be a — doctrine is 
gab a er: there is, for want of knowing 
fon the n what is the trus 
— | 


| > 


riſt, the utmoſt danger of the 
ting' off the whole at once! The danger of 
-ous and impartial ſtudy of the Bible. Let us 
therefore follow the example of the noble Be. 
rrans: who, even When they heard an inſpired 
apoſtle, and received the Word with all read. 
xeſs of mind, yet ſearched the feripturet daih, 
"whether: theſe: things were ſo: Acts XVII. 1. 
And to this the ſacred hiſtorian juſtly aſcribe 
their firm belief of the truth; ver. 12. Let u 
imitate them, in examining what we hen, 
and comparing it with that written Word, 
Which is or ought to be the foundation of the 
diſcourſes we attend to. Then ſhall we profi 
indeed by the public inſtructions we receive: 
and our profiting will appear to all with whom 
we converſe. But if we remain ignorant of 
the mind of God, for want of that /earobing 
the ſcriptures, which we know is the pro 
method appointed for our eſtabliſhment : thi 
our neglect, and all the ignorance - occaſioned 
by it, the errors into which we fall, and the 
unhappy conſequences of them, will juftly be 
charged upon us as our nt. 
I have but one thing mote to mention un- 
der the head of offices of piety: which ig the 
duty of openly and ſolemnly, once in our lives 
profeſſing ourſelves the ſervants of God, anl 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I am now ſpeaking 
to an aſſembly, the greateſt part whereof, | 
take for granted, have, by the practice it = 
P3900 | ; 0 
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ee — wers laid in their infancy by the 
it and deed of others. What then is the rea- 
ſon of ſo great a backwardneſs as is-ſeen at this 
, both in the one and in the other? Why 
b many delays upon every trifling PoralionF: 
Why do thoſe, who have had a 

ation, and ſome good im 1 0 
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bod, and 
ag Ute; i — require of — an 
ente, wen he directa goa aneh. in your 
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mic him folemmibyasyour Savior 

and Roler, and to commemorate him nes 
haracters afterwards? Has he not herein con. 
ſulted your own advantage; in teaching you 
to take thoſe engagements upon yourſelves, 
which may be uſeful cheeks to any futine ir. 
| regular inclination, - and-' exeit ts to the 
practice of all that becomes you 7' And' fhal} 

then the contempt, with n Tome att phe. 
ſed to treat him and his inſtitutions, . 
your regards to either ? Do you fear the f. 
cule of thoſe, whom you believe to be in the 


wrong ? And will you ſuffer that fear to keep W 
the practice of whar 3 1 intereſt fi 

as — as your duty? k 
There is ſomething oft edits neon ſiſtent kin i 


at the bottom of all thoſe dclays which men 
make in this aſſab, when once they a 
vinced of their duty. But if the ſolemn 
1 of God and ef your 2 

good work; If ie is what you beſter 


there is 2 in alp. — — 
neglects. And remember likewiſe; that be. 
ſides the advantage you give to the enemies of) 
chriflianity, the more you indulge fach neg. 
legs, the more wilt your own fin 1 
cer you,” and the tender, religious fen 
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pour duty towards God wear off; till at length 


and by degrees come to a faſhionable contempt 


For the application of this ſubject, the fol - 
lbwing thoughts offer themſelves to our minds, 
I. If the forbearing, or neglecting to do the 
good which we can do, is really that evil, that 
faful thing, which our text ſhews it to be: 
what ſhall we think of the more direct and 
open violations of the law of God, in doing 
what is expreſſly forbidden? Theſe muſt be 
finfol to a high degree; eſpecially in thoſe who 
know that they are forbidden, and who retain 
the prohibition in- their thoughts. If it be an 
evil to-with-hold that relief from the neceſſi- 
tous, or that comfort from thoſe who are 
otherwiſe afflicted, which we are ver 5 well 
abe to give them, and for Which we have pro- 
per opportunities offered: how great is the evil 
of invading their properties by violence and 
oprethon,” or by fraud and deep- laid deſigns? 
wn aggravated the fin ef bringing ſorrow and 
uguſh upon our neighbours minds, by mea- 
res which are themſelves unrighteous and un- 
pt? With: regard to theſe and the like fla- 
wh _ tis probable moſt of us would; be 
Rudy to ſay to any one who ſhould ſuſpect. 
he danger of nos guilty, what Hasel 
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a dog, that he: ſhould do this great thing ? 
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ler after the ſhameful falls, of David under 
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you may be loſt to all ſerious ſenſe of religion, 


of it, and learn toit in the ſeat. of the ſcornful, 


ad to the prophet, 2 Kings VIII. 13. Is thy. 
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the old teſtament, Mn of Peter u 
be ferſuaded to fe 


0 ſhecking a manner, do not take it amiſz to 
eps 


| _— 7 other thipgs you muſt — ea 


| ones what has been already 


FI a better in time to come, ib eil and ful n 


Pen 


er the word of — 
and though you wwe never 'been-overtaken i in 


t upon your guard, and adviſed to watch 
pray, that ” enter not into rempra tion, 
Now if you would watch to'4'gaod«p 


fins of omiſſion; and not dare to lt 
hol good things go undone; which [you hnnw 
bre expected from you, Which you have inthe 
- of your hands; and for which the kind 
providerice of God gives you fair opportunities 
ſach as you ought by no means nepled. 
'obferved ; 
in from time to time what 
vo "know to be your” duty, tends direct v 
harden the heart, and to embolden it by 
degrees to venture upon the molt daring wick 
edneſs. It is for that reaſon that I now'repeit ay 
What, in any other view, would net belong to 
the lübeck If we wWorſſd have Our hearts kept ii" 
tender; if we would in earneſt be" ſtoned 
againſt che woſt preſumptuous fins; let us take 
care to be employed in the actual performanc 
of thoſe good things, hieb Ware ſenfible our 
wiſe and righteous and g 
from us. 9 n ene WS 
We def that What Becbpnes our tut 
wed ected from us according to th6-uppertt- 
ities, which God. gives; ang that the negledk 
ing thoſe opportun ities, in the view of fare 


EM] 

bis ight; This thought thefefore naturally 

leads me to exhort you, to ſet in earneſt about 

the practice of every thing which you know: or 

believe to be your duty, without exception or 

reſerve. A better opportunity than the preſent. 

may never COME, for the performance of many 

good things, which yon have in your minds, 

ud which you have likewiſe in the power: of 

your hands. If therefore you conſulted onhy 

rudence and diſcretion, you ſhould lay hold 

on preſent opportunities; remembring the ad- 

ee of the royal preacher, Eecl. IX. 10. What: 

thine hand findeth to db, do it with thy might ; 

er there is no work, nbr devrce, nor knowledge; 

ur w1fdom, in the grave, whither thow guet. 

But our text and the verſes preceding yield: us 

2 further conſideration to excite us: which is 

the jnſul preſumption of promiſing: ourſelves 

that length of time, and that future opportus 

ity, which depend intirely upon the wilb and 

pleaure of God. The apoſtle tells us, tis 2e. 

ſucing in our own boaſtings p and that al fcb 

rjocmng is evil. „ ðͤ OE URI 

Apply now this thought to the: particuſurs, 

which I have endeavoured to illuſtrate tlie 

Wot ine of our text: and if in any of thoſe 

atculars you have been guilty of a blameable 

Kly; reſolve now upon a ſpeedy alteration, 

4 take the firſt opportunity to put it in 

Nee 0 VVV 

Has any caſe of preſſing neceſſity in your 

lou. creatures, particularly in thoſe for wHom 

w ovght! to be nearly concermd ] offerid ĩt-. / 
o K 
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ſelf to you: and is it in the power of your hand. 
without injuring yourſelves or your families 
to give the deſired relief? Are any of your ac- 
quaintance otherwiſe afflicted and diſtreſod 
and is it in your power to adminiſter. comfort 
to them, by converſing with them, or by in. 
terpoſing good offices with others in their be- 
half? Are there any, upon whom you may hope 
to have influence, who are going on in me. 
ſures tending greatly to their hurt, in a ſpiritua, 
or in a temporal reſpect? and would a kind 
advice, or a tender and friendly reproof, hate 
any probability of ſucceſs? Do not delay to 
adminiſter that relief, that comfort, that in- 
ſtruction and advice, that friendly admonition 
or reproof, which you ſee are ſo much wanted. 
Are there any relative duties, which we hau 
too much diſregarded, and which now lie 
ſtrongly impreſs'd upon our minds? Is there 
any one thing, which our neighbours may with 
juſtice expect from us, and which we have 
hitherto, upon one trifling excuſe or other, 
forborn to do? Let us not pretend to excule 
qurſelves any longer; but apply to the pradice 
of what becomes us. Are there any dutics 
more immediately owing to God, in our pt: 
vate retirements, in the family, or in the pub- 
lic aſſembly, which we have too much neg- 
lected ? Have we hereby injured ourſel yes, 
by weakening the due ſenſe of religion up- 
on our minds; or laid a ſtumbling-ble& 
in the way of others? Let us immediate) 
reform; and not put off our amendment i 
another day, or another week. And 11 


— — ä oa: ca amp fuk wa co. 


= 
y: are there any of us who acknowledge 


the fitneſs of taking religious engagements 


ſolemnly upon ourſelves, and yet have from 
time to time excuſed ourſelves in the hope of 


a more convenient ſeaſon? Let us be aſhamed 
to be thus with-holden from a duty, which 
our Lord and Saviour ow calls upon us to 


or another month may be too late. 


* — 


comply with; and for which another week, 


If J am tedious in repeating theſe things, 0 


which have been mentioned before: my apology 
ſhall be the importance of improving preſent 


opportunities; and the great aptneſs of moſt 
people in the world to delude themſelyes with 


the thought, that ſome future' time (which 
they can never. ſecure to themſelves) will be a 
better opportunity than the preſent. Let us 
not remain any longer in this number of the 
klf-deceived, . „ 


o 
* 


And if there isany thing in the circumſtance. 


of a year newly begun, which can quicken our 
minds to ſet about the practice of what has 
been neglected in years paſt ; let that circum- 
ſtance have its full force with us. Another 


nw year, another year's beginning, you may 


never ſee. Therefore do good now: that good, 


which. you believe your Maker and your Judge 


expects from you. Do not put it off, even 


till to morrow, if it can be done before: for 


Je know not what a day may bring forth; Prov. 


XXVII. 1. Ye know not what ſhall be on the 


marrow as the apoſtle obſerves, a verſe or two 
before our text: For what is your life? It is 
even a vapour; which appeareth for a litthe 
time, 


Wo 
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38 1 
time, and then Senifheth. away. If 


call to mind what good and uſeful things you 
have done in the laſt, year; the remembrance 


wall bring you a rational joy and pleaſure; for 
God himſelf is pleaſed to {ee you employed in 


thoſe things which become you. Let this en- 
courage you to go on. But the temembrance 
of unreaſonable neglects of acknowledged du. 


ty calls for humiliation and a r ae 


nt. 

_ HE There ass fine forr unden per is 
| be given, with relation to ang already 
done: and with ther 1 ſtalk conclude ths 


. 1 


Do not boaſt, or clin yourſelves 
;5yoks haedebmegw, and made uſe of tlie pro- 
per opportunities which providence preſented 
to you. Remember that you were obliged to 
it; that it had been your Eq if you had not 
done it. This is certainly true with regard to 
all thoſe things which are really our duty: as 
to the particulars whereof our conſcience and 
our diſcretion muſt guide us. I do not fay, 
with regard to almigiving, that you are obli- 


ged to give ſuch a certain ſum, or to relieve: 


ſuch a particular perſon, or family. But yet, 
0 0 good yon ane obliged ; and to do it in the 


manner you can; and i in ſome meaſure 


: — to your ability. 
2. Judge not one Ka, FW Faber judg 
own ſelves. . Let us do good according 
to our ability; and others according to theirs 
And with * to rr — 


. erg - 


* 8 5 
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ly taking care that in the like actions we do 
not deceive s, and ſpoil, bym princi- 
ple of vain-glory, or by any other flniſter end 


pon views of this world, and have not the 
appearance of juſtice and decency in their con- 


malicious, or impure defigns, waiting only 
for a fafe OopPC rtunity to put them in eeu-· 


* 


they are not accountable to us. And finally”: 
f any of our neighb courſe 


” 
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but the evil is their own, and fo likewiſe will 
the puniſhment. be; and if nothing appears 


— 


V 


yond our duty: ta 
indeed there he very 


7 


and - condemn them. 


7 


o employ thoſe washing in order to the re- 
ſtoring of inward peace, and preventing the 
Fork of miſeries. But tis, generally ſpeak- 

. e ing, 


Arn 


any good action is done by our neighbours, jet 
us leave it to him who- is the Judge of all; on- 


aud deſign, that which otherwiſe would be 
due made an external profeſſion "of religion = 


ration, and yet inwardly | harbour unfuſt, 


fun: they are arfwerable for ie, and h a Fo & 5 
kcadfol-acconng'te make up hereafter: bus 


of life, and without any real reformation. in 
their hearts, pretend to atone for paſt;evils bỹß 
preſent liberalities to the poor, and by what 
we commonly eall works of piety ; they muſt |» 
hne an inſide terribly diſturbed and confuſed : 


enormous in the converſation, tis going be- 
g groumds to ſuſpect | 


Fy 1 
typocriſy, ancanꝝ Hope to- prevail by friendly 
varnings; tis ther Rindeſt office in the world 


Tawh © 
+ ah umvarrantable and dangerous e 
a to examine a man concerning the 
ciple on which he e in actions which? 
have a gοd outward appearance, eſpe 
thoſe 1 benevolent N All nel ih pn | 
Will be ſet to rights hereafter :| but i it is God 
who is to adjuſt them, and not we. Let 
take care to fill up our own time uſefully; 4d 5 
practiſing er e Engi or believe ig 
our duty: be mote diligent in following 
90 W than earthly. Bains; andy 
„ laſting "oo of pure undefiled teligion; "tun: 
the ſullied and Nn of i 
and: then we ſhall not only be happy within 
_ ourſelygy but uſeful to-tthers ;. and thall hay 
after he b le; we with that high ene ls 
eity, which: we are purſuing, and e 
too; High to be e 11 the preſent! 
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